Ruth Shea Rauch

August 7, 1929 - June 12, 2024

Ruth Louise Shea Rauch, a remarkable soul whose life was a testament to
resilience, creativity, and love, passed away peacefully, surrounded by her
family, on June 12, 2024. She was born on August 7, 1929, in New York City
to Deborah Codding and Charles Shea.

As a member of an Army family, she followed her father’s career and grew up
in Florida, Nebraska and New Jersey while maintaining a strong connection to
family in Danielson, Connecticut, where she enjoyed the company of
numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. As a member of both the school band
and the orchestra, sports club, French club, junior Red Cross and the
yearbook staff, she graduated from Killingly High School in 1947.

She began attending classes at Green Mountain College in Vermont, but
unfortunately, contracted polio and had to leave school to receive the required
treatment. However, Ruth's determination and hard work prevailed, and with
the support of her family, she recovered - exceeding doctors’ expectations.

In 1949, her next chapter began as she sailed to Europe with her mother and
sister, Susan, to reunite with her father, who was stationed in Paris. While
studying at the Sorbonne, she met Bill Rauch, a young man serving in the
Army under her father's command. Their love story blossomed, leading to a
wedding in the American Church, Quai d'Orsay, Paris, in November of 1949.
In 1950, the newlyweds ventured back to the States, settling in Dallas,
Pennsylvania, and then ultimately Rochester. Over the next 16 years, they
welcomed three daughters Ellen, Becky and Amy.



Throughout her life, Ruth wore many hats and pursued diverse careers. She
worked as an administrative assistant for the Gates-Chili School District and
as a dental hygienist. Her dedication and organizational skills shone as she
served the community, including Gates Presbyterian Church, the Girl Scouts,
and any other group she became involved with.

Ruth was a creator at heart, leaving behind a legacy of handmade treasures.
She experimented with stenciling, quilling, and theorem painting, but her true
passion lay in quilting. Her quilts became cherished heirlooms, with each of
her great-grandchildren receiving a specially crafted quilt. Ruth also designed
and sold quilted "shelfies,” bringing warmth and beauty to the residents of
Ogden Gardens.

Above all, Ruth loved to laugh and make others laugh. Her high school
yearbook said of her: “Behind this imposing array of talents, you will find an
imp of mischief that pops up when we least expect it and need it most.” This
description was true her entire life.

Ruth was predeceased by her husband of 50 years, William Rauch. She is
survived by her sister Susan and brother-in-law, Larry Melander; daughters
Ellen Rauch, Becky Robbins, Amy Donovan, and son-in-law Scott Donovan;
grandchildren Ryan and Caitlin Nally, Jeremy and Sarah Robbins, and Fiona
Donovan; her great-grandchildren Frances and Wesley Nally, Rowan and
Thorsen Stecher and Madsen Zinser. She will be deeply missed by many.

A celebration of life will be held on October 12, 1:00-4:00 pm at Rustic Roots,
5324 W Ridge Road, Spencerport, NY 14559. In lieu of flowers, the family
kindly requests contributions in her memory to the Girl Scouts of the Nation’s
Capital at https://www.gscnc.org/en/support-us/ways-to-give/share.html.
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Tribute Wall

DjLaurie
Mault

Ruth was a wonderful woman with a great sense of humor. We were
neighbors in Ogden Gardens. | am sorry for your loss.

Laurie Mault - September 07, 2024 at 07:20 PM

2 files added to the album Ruth Photos

Ellen - June 20, 2024 at 07:52 PM

We were neighbors of your mom and dad on Citrus Dr. They were
always so friendly nice and helpful. | remember how sad we were
when your dad said they were moving. They were a couple that was
never forgotten because of their kindness and great personality. |
am sure they will be watching over your entire family Judy
Demchock

Judy Demchock - June 16, 2024 at 05:51 PM

Ruth made a huge difference in my life and ignited my passion for
working with seniors. | will carry her in my heart forever.

Beth Lipari - June 15, 2024 at 09:45 AM



18 files added to the album Ruth Photos

Amy - June 14, 2024 at 04:38 PM

| so remembered your mom and dad. They used to be part of the
square dance group that brought your folks, mine, the Kelly’s , the
Cantonese’s, the Weber’s together. The card games, the dinners, pool
parties, camping, so many laughs and some of the best memories |
had growing up! | think my older sister Mary Helen went to GCH
together. | used to babysit you, Amy. Your mom had the best sense of
humor. She will always be a wonderful memory w our family. Hugs to
you all

Love,

Kathleen Gottschalk

Kathleen Gottschalk - June 16, 2024 at 12:18 PM

Oops. MH went to school w Becky

Kathleen Gottschalk - June 16, 2024 at 12:20 PM

Ruth was a treasured friend & neighbor. She not only shared her
sensitivity & love with our family but assisted with her sewing skKills.

She and Bill were like family we inherited. May her memory continue as
God blesses her family in the days ahead.

Dottie & Dick Goldan - June 17, 2024 at 02:44 PM



There is no age limit to be friends. | found out that Ruth knew my foot
doctor. At my next appointment | spoke of my new very special
wonderful friend Ruth Rauch. To make a long story short, the big age
difference came about. "Isn't Ruth a lot older"? Indeed, Ruth was older
in age and me younger. The friendship worked. Ruth never knew she
was older, and | never mentioned it. We had a laughing spell over her
not knowing the age gap. There are so many memories imbedded in
my heart. If | am unsure and a feeling of sadness shdows over me, |
think of Ruth and all of the memories and her life values that will
always be with me. A wonderful, talented, loving friend to so many has
moved on. Those left behind | will always have cherished memories.
RIP Ruth

Carol DeLeo - June 21, 2024 at 12:55 PM



